Tarjihaat

Velumé:V -

Cveva gilgap ~ ISSN: 2583-0082

Issue: 11 & NIl Feb-March: 2025 . ,Online Research Jornal

/}’ZU&“}},{’{U’&:»/I#:)KAJ@
Pz UFE A TUR st ok 391

Ali Hassan
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A brief overview of Asghar Nadeem Syed’s novel “Jahanabad ki Galiyan."

Abstract: Novel “Jahanabad ki Galiyan” is set against the harsh backdrop of General Zia-ul-

Haq’s military dictatorship in Pakistan, a time remembered as one of the darkest periods in the
country's history. The story follows a protagonist who recounts his personal journey during this
oppressive era. After the execution of Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the protagonist
writes a bold poem defying the regime, an act that leads to his imprisonment in Lahore’s historic
Shahi Qila. Eventually, he is exiled to London, where he begins to see the flaws and hypocrisy
within Pakistan’s political elite. In London, he also witnesses the struggles of marginalized
people, many of whom are poor Pakistani laborers and their vulnerable wives, brought to the
UK under false promises of better lives. The novel examines how Zia’s regime facilitated the
migration of these workers, but often at the cost of their exploitation and broken families. After
11 years, the protagonist returns to Pakistan, only to find a country and a city that feel
completely foreign. His wife and infant son have disappeared, lost in the turmoil of Zia’s
repressive rule. In the end, the story explores the deep emotional and social costs of
dictatorship, showing how both personal relationships and the nation itself were shattered by
tyranny, yet also highlighting the resilience and memory that survive in the face of such

devastation.
Key words: Military dictatorship, Marginalized people, Asghar Nadeem syad, Martial

Law, Repressive rule, Social Costs
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