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ABSTRACT:

This essay explores Saadat Hasan Manto’s short story Toba Tek Singh
through the theoretical lens of New Historicism, highlighting the
dynamic relationship between literature, history, and power. New
Historicism challenges the notion of history as an objective and fixed
truth, arguing instead that history is constructed through political,
cultural, and ideological discourses. Within this framework, Urdu
fiction, particularly Manto’s narrative - emerges as a counter-
historical discourse that foregrounds marginalized voices and
suppressed experiences.

The essay argues that Toba Tek Singh transcends its status as a literary
representation of the Partition of India and functions as an alternative
historical text that interrogates state narratives, identity politics, and
ideological divisions. Manto presents Partition not as a triumphant
political event but as a human tragedy manifested in psychological
trauma, dislocation, and existential confusion. Through the symbolic
setting of the asylum and the character of Bishan Singh, Manto
exposes the absurdity of imposed identities, the violence of state
power, and the fragmentation of language, memory, and selfhood.
By employing satire, fragmented language, and marginal characters,
Manto destabilizes dominant historical discourses and reveals the
ethical failure of nationalist narratives that neglect individual
suffering. The story thus exemplifies New Historicism’s assertion that
literary texts participate in the production of historical meaning rather
than merely reflecting historical events. Ultimately, Toba Tek Singh
serves as a powerful counter-history that re-centers human
experience, memory, and moral inquiry, demonstrating literature’s
capacity to challenge hegemonic histories and reconstruct historical
consciousness.

KEYWORDS:

New Historicism; Saadat Hasan Manto; Toba Tek Singh; Partition of
India; Urdu fiction; counter-history; power and discourse; identity
and memory; marginalized voices; historical consciousness.
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