Tarjihaat (¢ A fiz ISSN: 2583-0082

Volume: VH - July, Agust. Sept 2026
,Online Research Jornal

Issue: “VILVIILIX | ; ey 8.Y 4

e s
Dr. Shahbaz Hussain

/ﬁ:u;“/t’ig}“
(Manto’s New Historicist Consciousness)

Abstract:

This research article examines Saadat Hasan Manto’s short stories
from the perspective of New Historicism, focusing on the complex
relationship between literature, history, and power structures. New
Historicism views history not as a fixed and neutral record of
events but as a discourse shaped by political, social, cultural, and
ideological forces. In this context, Manto’s fiction is analyzed as an
alternative historical narrative that challenges official and
dominant versions of history by highlighting the experiences of
marginalized individuals and suppressed communities. The study
argues that Manto does not present history merely as political
events or national achievements; rather, he explores how historical
forces affect human lives, identities, bodies, and psychological
experiences. Through the analysis of selected stories such as Toba
Tek Singh, Khol Do, Naya Qanoon, Das Rupay, Sharifan, and
Hatak, the article demonstrates how Manto exposes the realities of
Partition, communal violence, colonial power, economic
exploitation, gender oppression, and social inequalities. His
characters, including the mentally disturbed, women, prostitutes,
workers, and ordinary people, represent those voices that are often
excluded from official historical narratives. The study concludes
that Manto’s fiction creates a parallel and resistant historical
consciousness by presenting the personal experiences, sufferings,
and struggles of common people. Thus, Manto’s literary work
becomes not only a reflection of history but also an active
discourse that reinterprets historical realities through human
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experiences and challenges the dominance of conventional
historical narratives.

Keywords: New Historicism, Saadat Hasan Manto, History and
Literature, Partition, Power Discourse, Marginalized Voices,
Alternative History.
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